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Vision

To be the essential provider of national quality solutions leading to 

a standards conscious society that is globally competitive

Strategic Objectives

ÅGlobal Competitiveness

ÅStandards Conscious Society

ÅSustainability



Legislation

Standards Act
No. 18 of 1997

Metrology Act
No. 18 of 2004

National Quality 
Policy

Being finalized



Roles and Responsibilities

ÅNational Standards Body ɀstandards development

ÅNational Quality Certifying Body ɀsystem and product 

certification

ÅNational Laboratory Accreditation Body

ÅNational Measurement Institute



Standards Related Mandate

ÅStandards specify technical requirements for a product of service.

ÅNational Standards are developed for:

üThe improvement of goods produced or used in Trinidad and Tobago

üTo ensure industrial efficiency and development

üTo promote public and industrial welfare, health and safety

üThe protection of the environment



BOD / ED

Inspection at: 
Å Ports
Å Businesses

Implementation 

Å HSEQSystems
Å Products
Å Tourism Services

Certification 

Å Chemical 
Å Electrical 
Å Material
Å Fiber

Lab Services 

Å Industrial
Å Scientific
Å Legal

Metrology 

Å Testing & 
Calibration Labs

Å Medical Labs

TTLABS

Å National
Å Regional 
Å International

Standardization 

Å Training 
Å Consultancy

PQSL

Support Services

BOD / CEO

Structure of TTBS

6Support Services



Our activity is also guided by international best practice and guidance 
documents

1 StandardsDevelopment
WTO-TBT Code Of Good Practice

ISO/CASCO Guidelines

2 Metrology CGPM/BIPM/SIM/CARIMET  Guidelines

3 Accreditation ILAC/IAF/IAAC

4 ConformityAssessment CASCO/17000 Standards/Accreditation

International Best Practice and Guidance



o Technical specifications or other 
precise criteria to be used 
constantly as rules, guidelines or 
definitions of characteristics, to 
ensure materials, products, 
processes and services are fit for 
their intended purposes.

o Standards:
·Promote economic growth
·Protect the health and safety of 

consumers/workers.
·Preserve the environment
·Improve the quality of 

goods/services

What is a Standard?



ÅVoluntary

ÅStandards generally represent minimum 
levels of acceptability 

ÅAdopted at the discretion of the business

ÅCompulsory 

ÅStandards impact directly on the health and 
safety of the user or the environment.

ÅEnforceable by Law.

Types of National Standards



Standards and Regulations

Source: Using and Referencing ISO and IEC standards to support Public Policy



Need Identified 

Preparation of  
Working Draft

Technical and 
market research 

Spec. Committee 
develops Draft 

Draft  issued for 
Public Comment

Development of National Standards

Resolution of 
Comments 

Draft submitted 
T&M Committee

BOD declares 
National  Standard

Publication of
National Standard

MTI/CPC 
Processes

Implementation of 
National Standard

Periodic 
revision

A

A

Voluntary 
Status

Compulsory 
Status



National Technical Committee 
(NTC)

National Technical Committee 
(NTC)

ElectricalEngineering Healthandsafety

Chemical MechanicalequipmentandPackaging

Constructioncodes Motor vehicles

Constructionproducts PetroleumandEnergy

Consumerproducts Quality

Environmental Telecommunications

Agriculture Textiles

Tourism

Areas of Standards Development



oCompulsory standards - supporting ÔÈÅ 44"3ȭ 
regulatory mandate

VInspection scheme

VProduct certification scheme

oVoluntary standards

Vvoluntary adoption /use by industry players

Vvoluntary adoption/use plus 3rd party certification

VIncorporation into the regulatory 
scheme/mechanism of other state agencies

Application of Standards



oVoluntary standards

VCan be referenced in National 
Policies 

VCan be referenced in contracts, 
tender documents, specifications and 
procurement policies etc

VCan be used in testing activities

VCan be used by certification bodies

ÁManagement systems

ÁProduct certification 

VCan be used by Accreditation Bodies

Application of Standards



Questions?


