
LEGAL NOTICE NO.  66

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

THE METROLOGY ACT,  2004

REGULATIONS

MADE BY THE MINISTER UNDER SECTION 23(2)  OF THE METROLOGY

ACT,  2004  AND SUBJECT TO NEGATIVE RESOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT

THE  METROLOGY  (QUANTITIES  OF  GOODS)
REGULATIONS,  2015

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Metrology (Quantities of
Goods) Regulations, 2015.

2. In these Regulations–

“Act” means the Metrology Act, 2004;

“drained weight”  means the weight of a solid or semi-solid
product representing the contents of a package obtained
after a prescribed method for removal of the liquid has been
employed;

“label” means any written, printed, or graphic matter affixed to,
attached to, blown into, formed or moulded into, embossed
on, or appearing upon a package containing any product for
purposes of branding, identifying, or giving any information
with respect to the product or to the contents of the package;

“multi-piece package” means a package comprised of two or more
pre-packed articles;

“net quantity”, in relation to goods, means the quantity of the
identified goods in a package exclusive of wrappers and any
other material packed with the goods;

“net weight”, in relation to a pre-package, means the weight of
the contents of the pre-package without its container or
wrapping;

“nominal quantity” means the weight or volume indicated on the
pre-package as the quantity of goods which the pre-package
contains;

“pre-package” means the combination of a product and the
packing material in which it is pre-packed for sale; and

“purported quantity” means the net quantity of a pre-packed
product as declared, stated or implied.
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3. These Regulations apply to quantities and the expression of those
quantities in connection with the trade in certain classes of goods.

4. On the sale of goods of one of the classes set out in Schedule 1, the
seller shall make known to the buyer the quantity of the goods expressed
in the applicable units of measurement shown in that Schedule.

5. (1) The seller shall ensure that all pre-packed goods bear a
declaration of the net quantity of the goods on the principal display panel. 

(2) A declaration of net quantity shall be conspicuous and legible–

(a) at the initial place of packaging;

(b) at importation; or

(c) at the place where the good is offered for sale.

(3) Where the dimension, weight, or combination thereof, of a
pre-packed good has a relationship to the price of those goods, the seller
shall ensure that the declaration of net quantity on the package
containing that good includes a declaration as to such dimension, weight
or combination.

(4) Where pre-packed goods are not likely to undergo any
variation in weight or measure on account of the environmental
conditions, the seller shall ensure that the net quantity declared on the
package shall correspond to the net quantity which will be received by the
buyer, and the declaration of net quantity of the goods on the package
shall not be qualified by the words “when packed” or the like.

(5) Where pre-packed goods are likely to undergo variations in
weight or measure on account of environmental conditions and such
variation is negligible, the seller shall ensure that the declaration of net
quantity in relation to the package shall be made after taking into account
the variation in order that the buyer may receive not less than the net
quantity of the goods as declared on the package, and the declaration of
net quantity on the package shall not be qualified by the words “when
packed” or the like.

(6) Subject to subregulation (7), the seller shall ensure that a
multi-piece package is labelled both with the number of pre-packed
articles they comprise and the net quantity of each, expressed in the
applicable units of measurement.

(7) Where individual pieces contained in a multi-piece package are
packaged or labelled separately and are capable of being sold separately,
the seller shall ensure that each piece bears a declaration of net quantity.  
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(8) In the case of solid goods contained in a free flowing liquid
which is sold as such, the seller shall ensure that the declaration of net
quantity is in terms of the drained weight of the solid goods.

(9) The seller shall ensure that the net quantity of goods is
expressed in terms of the largest whole unit of mass, volume, length, area,
or a combination of these units as would give accurate and adequate
information to the buyer with regard to the quantity of the goods
contained in the package.

(10) The abbreviations of units of measurement and the symbols
to be used are set out in the First to the Fifth Schedules of the Act.

(11) The declaration of net quantity of a good shall be expressed
as–

(a) volume, if the good is liquid or viscous or if sold by cubic
measure;

(b) mass, if the good is solid, semi-solid or viscous, a mixture of
solid and liquid, or the solid part of a mixture of a solid and
liquid;

(c) length, if the good is sold by linear measure;

(d) area, if the good is sold by area measure; and

(e) number, if the good is sold by number.

(12) In the case of goods packed in a container designed to deliver
the goods under pressure, the declaration of net quantity shall be
expressed in kilogram, gram or milligram and shall state–

(a) the net quantity in mass that will be expelled when the
instructions for use are followed; and

(b) that the propellant is included in the net quantity.

6. (1) Goods of the classes set out in Schedule 1 are to be sold only by
net quantity expressed as prescribed in that Schedule.

(2) Subject to regulation 7, where a pre-packed article comprises
a mixture of goods of more than one of the classes set out in Schedule 1,
the seller shall ensure that the net quantity of the whole pre-packed
article is expressed on the label in units of measurement of mass.

(3) Pre-packed goods of the classes set out in Schedule 2 shall not
be labelled with a statement of purported quantity that is qualified as
provided for in section 10(3) of the Act.
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7. Nothing in regulations 4 and 6 applies to–

(a) food which, not being a pre-packed good, is sold for
consumption on, or in the vicinity of the premises of the seller;

(b) food which, not being a pre-packed good, is cooked on the
premises of the seller and ready for immediate consumption; 

(c) baked confectionery; and

(d) goods of the classes permitted to be sold and pre-packed by
quantity expressed by number when the number sold or
pre-packed is one.

8. (1) The owner of a vending machine which dispenses pre-packed
goods shall ensure that the vending machine indicates–

(a) the net quantity of each article of the good; and

(b) the name and address of the seller.

(2) The requirements of subregulation (1)(a) and (b) shall be met
either by the display on the package or by information posted on the
outside of the vending machine.

(3) The owner of a coin-operated machine which is used in
connection with the provision of a service or facility on the basis of
measurement shall ensure that the coin-operated machine displays the
following information:

(a) the name and address of the person providing the service or
facility; and

(b) a statement as to the measurement on the basis of which the
service or facility is offered.

Limitations
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EXPRESSED IN UNITS OF VOLUME,  MASS,  NUMBER,  LENGTH–Continued
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Dated this 5th day of May, 2015.

V.  BHARATH
Minister of Trade, Industry, Investment

and Communications
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